The Rt. Reverend Reginald T. Jackson

Presiding Bishop

October 21, 2025
Dear Second Episcopal District:

These are critical and perilous times in which we live. Specifically Blacks and people of color.
The current administration has made it clear that it intends to turn back time by 60 years when
civil, voting and equal rights were passed. The president has declared that diversity, inequity
and inclusion are bad, which blocks Blacks and people of color of opportunity and promotion
because of charges of tokenism and affirmative action. “Make America Great Again” means
to keep Blacks, people of color and women in their place and white men continue to run the
country. We are in great danger of losing all the gains of the last 60 years.

In 1830 the first “Colored People’s Convention” was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Bishop Richard Allen, founder of the AME Church presided over the convention. The
Convention addressed not only the emancipation of their fellow enslaved Africans but
healthcare, employment, education, voting rights and a host of other issues.

Last month, in light of what is going on, I recommended to the Council of Bishops that we call
a national council for Blacks modeled after the 1830 Conference to address the issues that
confront us and the nation. The Council unanimously approved the recommendation. This is
not only to be a conference for AME’s but we are hoping that our partners who constitute the
Black Church will join us. Several have already responded yes.

The date for the Convention will be February 24-26, 2026, and will be held in the Washington,
DC metropolitan area. Registration and hotel information will be available shortly. Much of
the organization and responsibility for the Convention will be on the Sixth Episcopal District.
I am asking for your cooperation and support. Hopefully 2,000 or more attendees will be clergy,
lay and young adults from the Second Episcopal District. All roads lead to Washington!!! I am
asking presiding elders and pastors, as well as component leaders to encourage your pastors,
fellow laity and component members to attend. Please put the convention in your bulletins, on
your websites, screens and announce from the pulpit weekly.
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The purpose of the Convention is not to cry and whine about the situation we are in or face,
but to do something about it. The Convention will state and define the problem and its
consequences and then present a detailed and deliberate strategy to the American people to
consider as we move toward the 2026 elections. Most importantly what the Convention
presents will be biblically and theologically based. What God declares regarding diversity,
race, opportunity, justice, poverty, etc. Noted and distinguished theologians will prepare
it for us. It will be entitled “A More Excellent Way.” We will also be inviting to
participate national Black organizations: the NAACP, National Urban League, Divine
Nine, Links and other organizations. We need every part of the Black Church and family
to organize and pull this together.

What a powerful message can be sent across the nation and to our own community from
this Convention as we seek to redeem the nation and become “one nation under God.”

A major announcement regarding the Convention will be made soon.

Second Episcopal District I ask for your prayers and support as we move forward in
planning for this convention.

All God’s best.

Yours and His,

Reginald T Jacksan

Reginald T. Jackson, Bishop



