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For furloughed government employees impacted by the current government shutdown 
 
If the current federal shutdown lasts longer than 7 consecutive days, protections for certain 
residential utility customers will go into effect. 
 
If you're a government employee in Maryland who has been furloughed without pay because of the 
government shutdown, and the shutdown lasts more than 7 consecutive days, you may qualify for 
protection from having your gas and electric service shut off. This applies whether or not you're still 
required to report to work during the shutdown. 
 
Gas and electric utility companies cannot disconnect your service for nonpayment during the shutdown 
(if it lasts for more than 7 consecutive days) or for 7 days after it ends as long as you contact the 
company before the shutoff date to: 

• Verify that you’re a government employee affected by the shutdown, and 
• Set up a plan to pay your overdue balance once the shutdown is over. 

 
Contact your utility directly to talk about your options and how you can verify that you are a 
government employee who has been affected.  
 
Governor Moore has launched a dedicated resource page to support furloughed workers. It includes 
essential information on Unemployment Insurance, housing assistance, and services tailored for 
veterans. 
 
Check out Governor Moore's resource page. 
 
 
Source: https://governor.maryland.gov/news/press/Documents/Fact%20Sheet-
%20Maryland%20Resources%20During%20a%20Federal%20Shutdown%20(Accessible).pdf  
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